
 Just as she mixes various media to 
create her large-scale oil paintings, 
Hung Liu also combines Asian 

   culture, American history and her 
own personal experiences for her new 
paintings at the Turner Carroll Gallery 
in Santa Fe.

“When you see different sides, you 
begin to realize how complex history is,” 
says Liu. “One of our neighbors in Texas 
was a veteran; he told us that during 
the Korean War he fl ew over China to 
drop bombs, but when we went away 
he looked after our house. Neighbors 
become enemies, become friends again; 
it’s a very strange thing. The complexity 
of history is not a one-sided story. There 
is no clear answer. I think you should 
leave the ambiguity there forever.”

Liu was born in 1948, a year before 
the creation of the People’s Republic 
of China. She saw the development of 
the Anti-Rightist Movement as well as 
the horrors of The Great Leap Forward 
some 20 years later. In her youth she was 
also shipped to the country to work as 
a farm worker under harsh conditions. 
She spent time studying at the Beijing 
Teachers College and the Central 
Academy of Fine Arts where she based 
her studies around mural painting. 

Throughout her career, Liu has 
made a point of connecting Chinese 
people with the images of their heritage, 
from cranes and plum blossoms to birds 
and fl owers.

“My generation thought that 
traditional painting was dead, old, 
decorative,” says Liu. “I constantly work 
hard and try to surprise myself and surprise 
other people. I have energy, constant 
creative energy, and I’m always trying to 
learn new things and fi guring out what 
comes next.”

Much of Liu’s new work is based on the 
1949 Chinese propaganda fi lm, Daughters 
of China. Liu was shown the fi lm as 

a child and feels that it helped shape her 
expectations of “women as protagonists in 
the emerging socialist utopia.”
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Asia rising

Nuwa and Her Children, mixed media on panel, 60 x 41"
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The Collectors Say . . .
“Hung Liu’s masterpieces exhibit respect for Asian culture brought forward with 

contemporary overlays. In a new century of ‘Asia Rising,’ Hung Liu encompasses the 

depth of both cultures without forgetting her personal history.”
— Mac Hargrove and Phebe Phillips

The Travelers, mixed media on panel, 41 x 41"



The Birders, mixed media on panel, 41 x 41"

Blue Boy II, mixed media on panel, 30 x 90"
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Artist Hung Liu

Stage Love, mixed media on panel, 46 x 41"

The Gallery Says . . .
“I believe that Hung 

Liu’s rare genius is her 

ability to combine 

engaging and visually 

appealing images with 

the conceptual and 

intellectual tightness 

of her top-tier, 

contemporary art peers.”

— Michael Carroll, Owner, 
Turner Carroll Gallery

“Usually, I paint from historical 
photographs of China, but in this case the 
fi lm offered me a sequence of panoramic 
stills, each frame fi lled with the heroic and 
desperate struggles of eight female soldiers 
who, in 1938, sacrifi ced their lives to save 
the retreating Chinese Army.”

While the utopia never came, it still 
provided Liu with a strong background 
and inspiration for her paintings.

“Of course, utopia never arrived, 
but a kind of hard-won feminism stayed 
with me the rest of my life and served 
me well in America,” says Liu. “History 
is not a static image or a frozen story. 
It is not a noun. Even if its images and 
stories are very old, it is always fl owing 
forward. History is a verb.”   

 Fo r  a  d i re c t  l ink  t o  th e
e xh ib i t ing  ga l l e r y  g o  t o
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