











18 Virgil Ortiz, Sika, 2024, clay, currently on view at Autry Museum, Los Angeles



Virgil Ortiz and His Mission of Educating
People About America’s First Revolution-
the Pueblo Revolt of 1680

In the ever-evolving landscape of contemporary art, few figures shine as brightly as Virgil Ortiz.
The descendant of an esteemed lineage of Cochiti pueblo potters, Ortiz cherishes his history and
its traditions while simultaneously immersing himself in the present and looking toward the future.

Ortiz is a luminary in the realm of clay and multi-media art. His groundbreaking contributions and
boundary-pushing exploration of materials and technology redefines contemporary art. Just like
his epic Revolt: 1680/2180 saga, Ortiz himself seems to travel back and forth in time, honoring his
ancestral clay creators by practicing their ancient methods while simultaneously inspiring young
generations. He gathers clay from his ancestral clay mother, dances in traditional ceremonies,
enlists his nieces and nephews to collect wild spinach to boil into traditional black paint. Yet,
Ortiz also embraces contemporary ways of creating. He moves seamlessly between clay,
fashion design, video, and film. He travels the world to find custom kilns to fire his monumental
contemporary clay works honoring the greatest pueblo heroes. He seeks to ignite excitement in
the minds of young people, inspiring them to actively practice and take pride in preserving their
great pueblo culture.

From a young age, Ortiz’s remarkable skills caught the attention of revered pueblo leader Herman
Agoyo, who asked him to carry on the tradition of sharing the stories of the Pueblo Revolt
with the younger generation. This was to ensure that the significant historical events and the
unique artistic techniques, materials, and traditions of the Cochiti pueblo are never forgotten.
Ortiz is driven by this calling to honor and preserve the past, which is evident in his career and
inspirational work. Through his art and activism, Ortiz is dedicated to keeping the tradition
of the Cochiti pueblo and the invaluable knowledge of his ancestors alive. He is one of the few
individuals who continue to uphold ancient puebloan pottery traditions.

Virgil Ortiz’s works have been exhibited in top museums throughout the world, including the
Stedelijk Museum in the Netherlands, Fondation Cartier in Paris, Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, DC, Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the exhibition Triennale Milano, Milan,
Italy, and multiple others throughout the U.S. and abroad. In 2024, Ortiz’s artwork is the subject
of numerous current and upcoming museum exhibitions at Lowe Museum of Art in Miami, Autry
Museum in Los Angeles, J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, and [CONTAINER] Santa Fe.
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Virgil Ortiz

Ortiz working on Po’pay at [CONTAINER], 2024
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[CONTAINER] Santa Fe, Revolt 1680/2180, Santa Fe, NM

Indigenous Futurism, Autry Museum, Los Angeles, CA

J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, CA

Lowe Art Museum, Miami, FL

North Carolina Museum of Art, Raleigh, NC

New Mexico Museum of Art Vladem Contemporary, Shadow and Light, Santa Fe, NM

Fondation Cartier x Triennale Milano, Siamo Foresta, Milan, Italy

History Colorado Center, Revolt 1680/2180: Runners and Gliders, Denver, CO

Fondation Cartier x Triennale Milano, Mondo Real, Milan, ltaly

Crystal Bridges Museum of Art, Fashioning America: Grit to Glamour, Bentonville, AR

Crocker Art Museum, Pueblo Dynasties: Master Potters from Matriarchs to Contemporaries, Sacramento, CA
Denver Art Museum, Virgil Ortiz: REVOLT 1680/2180, Denver, CO

Denver Art Museum, Sovereign: Independent Voices, Denver, CO

Fondation Cartier pour I’'art contemporian, Histories de Voir, Paris, France

Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, Translator Unleashed, Video Premiere, Scottsdale, AZ



PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

Autry Museum of the American West
Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino
Stedelijk Museum-Hertogenbosch
Museum of Indian Arts & Culture

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Fondation Cartier pour I’art contemporain
Smithsonian American Art Museum
Denver Art Museum

Portland Art Museum

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

North Carolina Museum of Art

Ackland Art Museum

Albuquerque Museum

AWARDS & SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Los Angeles, CA
Washington, DC
Amsterdam, Netherlands
Santa Fe, NM
Richmond, VA
Paris, France
Washington, DC
Denver, CO
Portland, OR
Richmond, VA
Raleigh, NC
Chapel Hill, NC
Albuquerque, NM

2023 National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts, Outstanding Achievement Awardee
2022 Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, Native Living Treasure Awardee

2019 The Kennedy Center, Grand Opening of The REACH, The People We Are, Keynote Speaker
2015 New Mexico Arts: The Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Art in Ceramics

2012 Fondation Cartier pour I’art contemporian, “Vertigo," permanent collection

ARTIST RESIDENCIES & WORKSHOPS

2022 Anderson Ranch Arts Center, Snowmass Village, CO

2021 Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic Arts, Helena, MT

2020 The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Studio Workshop, New York, NY
2019 Kennedy Center, Studio Workshop, Washington, DC

2017 Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Hear My Voice, Richmond, VA

2016 Albuquerque Museum, REVOLT 1680-2180: Virgil Ortiz, Albuquerque, NM

2015 Corning Museum of Glass, Corning, New York, NY
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